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The following is a note of heartfelt gratitude from the 

mother of a 15-year-old patient from Pentwater who 

participated in the Van Allsburg Pediatric Hospice Art Program, 

a new program offered through Jo Elyn Nyman Anchors 

Programs for Children. 

A Mother’s Gratitude

This was Daria's favorite art project. She had the most 
fun doin g it. I think a lot of it was about pickin g out 
all the words and havin g her watch me struggle to keep up 
with the scissors.  

When you have a child on hospice, your fear isn't only in 
losin g your child physically, but also in losin g who they 
are as an individual.  

It was a time of laughter, learnin g and love. It provided a special, irreplaceable connection time for me and my daughter 

that we would have missed out on otherwise. Our time spent in the Art Program gave us a chance to tell stories, lovin gly 

tease each other, and remember fun times in the past as we created some new memories together.  

The piece that I am sharin g with you describes my daughter and so many aspects of her personality. Creatin g it will 

be a treasured memory for all the years to come, as well as a visual reminder to embrace the wonderful attributes 

that made Daria who she was. 

Thank you so much for providin g this wonderful opportunity to families and kids on hospice. 
I pray that it will be as much of a blessin g to them as it was to us.

With deep appreciation,

Traci Reitsma

Daria loved to write and draw. Sadly, that was an ability she lost a great deal of throughout the progression of her 

disease. The Art Program that hospice provided allowed us to open that door for her again, usin g me as her hands.  

She picked out what she wanted to do and I tried my best to make it happen in the way she envisioned. 

Daria was a bright, funny, creative girl who cared deeply for others and possessed an inner stren gth far beyond anythin g I could 

ever have imagined. We viewed her journey on hospice not just as a time to prepare for an end or departure, but also as a time of 

celebratin g her as the beautiful individual she was.  

To learn more about the introduction of 

the Van Allsburg Pediatric Hospice Art 

Program, please turn to page 4

Solutions Group



Without a doubt, 2020 has been 
anything but ordinary. The 
challenges to our way of life - 
personally and professionally - have 
turned everything we know upside 
down.  For those facing end of life, 
COVID-19 has only intensified the 
priority to keep our loved ones safe, 
comfortable and dignified. 

What is certain is that the impact of COVID-19 has changed 
perspectives of healthcare delivery, and not just for the 
short term.  A nationwide study conducted in the spring 
revealed that family caregivers are rethinking how they 
consume healthcare, including their loved ones’ options for 
end-of-life care. 

Family caregivers are now more confident that quality care 
can be provided in the safety of their own home.  Armed 
with this confidence, and committed to honoring their loved 
ones with the personal care they deserve,  more families are 
stepping up to assume the hardest, yet most loving role of 
their lives – caregiver.

This is why we offer extensive resources like our caregiver 
video series to reinforce the training that care teams 
provide, a comprehensive patient-caregiver guide, and 
access to our 24/7 Contact Center so they can speak to a 
nurse anytime day or night. 

For those families whose loved ones reside in nursing 
homes or other senior living communities, the impact of 
COVID-19 has been more profound. 

For months, families – and even hospice workers – were 
prohibited from the bedside visits that sustained them.  These 
barriers, however, did not deter our clinical teams from 

following each patients’ plan of care. As telehealth has quickly 
become an attractive and acceptable alternative to deliver 
healthcare, we turned to technology to keep our promise. 

With the financial support from several grants and 
generous donors, video-enabled tablets were purchased and 
deployed to homes and facilities across the state.  These 
devices allowed our teams the ability to safely conduct their 
scheduled visits – now via a telehealth platform - while also 
providing patients and families a tool to visually connect.  

Almost immediately, patients and families reported great 
satisfaction from these telehealth experiences, particularly 
with respect to response times. Knowing that during a 
crisis, patients and families can quickly connect with their 
nurse by video, rather than waiting for them to drive over, 
has been a game changer.

As we look toward the winter months, plans are already 
underway to expand our telehealth capacity. This fast and 
efficient option will undoubtedly enhance our ability to 
serve families in urban, suburban and rural areas in the face 
of inclement weather or other public health crisis.

Whatever the remainder of 2020 brings, we are prepared and 
remain committed to our mission – Every Person. Every Time. 

If you are thinking of making a year-end gift, won’t you 
help us keep those vital connections that our caregivers and 
patients need at this important stage of life? 

Best wishes,

A MESSAGE FROM BOB

Bob Cahill
President and CEO 
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CARES ACT ALLOWS FOR A 
ONE-TIME DEDUCTION
For 2020, taxpayers who take a standard deduction can now claim up to $300 for 
monetary contributions to Hospice of Michigan or Arbor Hospice. 

The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act – the economic 
relief package to protect the American people from the public health and 
economic impacts of COVID-19 - permits those individuals a one-time “above 
the line” deduction for monetary contributions to charities. This deduction will 
reduce federal taxable income.

To be eligible for this deduction, the donation must be made by check or credit 
card only, and is not permitted if the donations are made in securities or to your 
donor-advised funds. Please consult your financial advisor for further details.
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Right: Alec accepting his high Right: Alec accepting his high 
school diploma during school diploma during 

his graduation partyhis graduation party

A huge card for Alec, signed by friends, family A huge card for Alec, signed by friends, family 
and teachersand teachers

In memory of Alec VorhoffIn memory of Alec Vorhoff
May 22, 2002 – December 31, 2019May 22, 2002 – December 31, 2019

OVERWHELMING SUPPORT
Heather Vorhoff is an experienced, Heather Vorhoff is an experienced, 
compassionate nurse who spent part of compassionate nurse who spent part of 
her career taking care of hospice patients her career taking care of hospice patients 
at The Residence of Arbor Hospice. Very at The Residence of Arbor Hospice. Very 
rarely did she encounter a pediatric rarely did she encounter a pediatric 
patient through the peds program but patient through the peds program but 
when there was, Heather was the one to when there was, Heather was the one to 
typically be assigned to them because of typically be assigned to them because of 
her nurturing, caring demeanor. her nurturing, caring demeanor. 

When Heather left Arbor Hospice in When Heather left Arbor Hospice in 
2006 to pursue a hospital-based nursing 2006 to pursue a hospital-based nursing 
opportunity, she would have never opportunity, she would have never 
imagined that she would be needing the imagined that she would be needing the 
specialized care for her own child, Alec, specialized care for her own child, Alec, 
more than one decade later.  more than one decade later.  

To Heather, her only child Alec was an To Heather, her only child Alec was an 
angel on earth. He had a heart of gold angel on earth. He had a heart of gold 
and touched everyone with his positive and touched everyone with his positive 
outlook on life. Like any young boy, he outlook on life. Like any young boy, he 
loved being outdoors and had a passion loved being outdoors and had a passion 
for sports and animals, especially his for sports and animals, especially his 
dog Walter and University of Michigan dog Walter and University of Michigan 
football. Yet, in 8th grade, Alec began football. Yet, in 8th grade, Alec began 
to have unusual symptoms and to have unusual symptoms and 
complained of body aches. complained of body aches. 

In January 2016, Alec was diagnosed with In January 2016, Alec was diagnosed with 
Medulloblastoma, an aggressive form of Medulloblastoma, an aggressive form of 
brain cancer most common in children. brain cancer most common in children. 
For the next year, Alec faced surgery to For the next year, Alec faced surgery to 
remove the tumor, followed by radiation remove the tumor, followed by radiation 
and chemotherapy. Through it all, and chemotherapy. Through it all, 
Alec found the strength to complete Alec found the strength to complete 
8th grade online and prepare for his 8th grade online and prepare for his 
freshman year of high school.freshman year of high school.

When a routine MRI in July When a routine MRI in July 
2018 showed a growth in 2018 showed a growth in 
his back where he had been his back where he had been 
experiencing pain for so experiencing pain for so 
long, Alec’s Neurology team long, Alec’s Neurology team 
performed a spinal tap. The performed a spinal tap. The 
results were devastating, results were devastating, 
revealing an inoperable revealing an inoperable 
tumor that was interwoven tumor that was interwoven 
around the nerves in his spinal around the nerves in his spinal 
column.column.

While continuing to explore While continuing to explore 
different trials and treatments, different trials and treatments, 
Heather watched Alec endure Heather watched Alec endure 
constant seizures. As a nurse, she had constant seizures. As a nurse, she had 
witnessed a great deal of pain and witnessed a great deal of pain and 

suffering. However, as a mother, it was suffering. However, as a mother, it was 
excruciating to watch her son suffer.  excruciating to watch her son suffer.  

Recognizing the reality of his prognosis Recognizing the reality of his prognosis 
and with the support of his physician and with the support of his physician 
at C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital, in at C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital, in 
October 2019 Heather called her former October 2019 Heather called her former 
colleagues at Arbor Hospice to provide colleagues at Arbor Hospice to provide 
the specialized care that the specialized care that 
Jo Elyn Nyman Anchors Jo Elyn Nyman Anchors 
Programs for ChildrenPrograms for Children offers. offers.

Alec’s pediatric team quickly Alec’s pediatric team quickly 
establish a plan of care that establish a plan of care that 
focused on his comfort and focused on his comfort and 
provided the support that provided the support that 
both he and his mother both he and his mother 
needed. Fortunately, because needed. Fortunately, because 
his tumor went around, and his tumor went around, and 
not through the nerves in his not through the nerves in his 
spinal column, he remained spinal column, he remained 
lucid and enjoyed interacting lucid and enjoyed interacting 
with his care team. In fact, Alec never with his care team. In fact, Alec never 
complained and often apologized to his complained and often apologized to his 
nurses for needing to care for him.  nurses for needing to care for him.  

Right after Thanksgiving, Judy Vindici, Right after Thanksgiving, Judy Vindici, 
Director of Philanthropy for Arbor Director of Philanthropy for Arbor 
Hospice coordinated a very special Hospice coordinated a very special 
surprise. Knowing that Alec was a surprise. Knowing that Alec was a 
huge fan of Michigan Football, Judy huge fan of Michigan Football, Judy 
arranged a visit by a most notable arranged a visit by a most notable 
Wolverine – Head Coach Jim Harbaugh. Wolverine – Head Coach Jim Harbaugh. 

Little did Alec know that another Little did Alec know that another 
surprise was on the way. As he started surprise was on the way. As he started 
to decline, it became apparent to his to decline, it became apparent to his 
care team that he would not survive care team that he would not survive 
long enough to graduate from high long enough to graduate from high 
school. Knowing how important this school. Knowing how important this 
milestone was, the Anchors team milestone was, the Anchors team 
orchestrated a surprise graduation party orchestrated a surprise graduation party 
in the club house of Heather’s condo, in the club house of Heather’s condo, 
which was packed with supporters which was packed with supporters 
from the community. This gesture of from the community. This gesture of 
support by so many friends, teachers support by so many friends, teachers 
and family meant so much to both Alec and family meant so much to both Alec 
and Heather. The expression of joy on and Heather. The expression of joy on 
Alec’s face is a memory that Heather Alec’s face is a memory that Heather 
will always hold dear.will always hold dear.

As a former hospice nurse, Heather As a former hospice nurse, Heather 
was grateful that the was grateful that the 
specialized care from specialized care from Jo Elyn Jo Elyn 
Nyman Anchors Programs Nyman Anchors Programs 
for Childrenfor Children helped them  helped them 
navigate an unimaginable navigate an unimaginable 
situation. The exceptional situation. The exceptional 
care and support helped care and support helped 
give Alec the best end-of- give Alec the best end-of- 
life experience possible life experience possible 
and created memories that and created memories that 
Heather will treasure forever.Heather will treasure forever.

Together with his wife, Sarah, they Together with his wife, Sarah, they 
quietly visited Alec’s home during the quietly visited Alec’s home during the 
peak of the college football season, peak of the college football season, 
providing encouragement, prayers, and providing encouragement, prayers, and 
a little football talk! This visit meant a little football talk! This visit meant 
the world to Alec and Heather. the world to Alec and Heather. 
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However, just as the first patient art However, just as the first patient art 
sessions began, COVID-19 hit. But that’s sessions began, COVID-19 hit. But that’s 
where the real creativity began. During where the real creativity began. During 
a Zoom call to discuss options, the a Zoom call to discuss options, the 
team had an “a-ha” moment, realizing team had an “a-ha” moment, realizing 
they could also use Zoom technology to they could also use Zoom technology to 
conduct virtual art sessions.  conduct virtual art sessions.  

For more than 15 years, award-winning For more than 15 years, award-winning 
children’s author Chris Van Allsburg, children’s author Chris Van Allsburg, 
and wife Lisa, have been ardent and wife Lisa, have been ardent 
supporters of pediatric hospice care.  supporters of pediatric hospice care.  
Beginning with the movie premiere Beginning with the movie premiere 
of his cherished children’s book, of his cherished children’s book, The The 
Polar ExpressPolar Express, five Van Allsburg movie , five Van Allsburg movie 
and performances have been the and performances have been the 
centerpiece for fundraisers raising centerpiece for fundraisers raising 
more than $2 million to benefit more than $2 million to benefit Jo Elyn Jo Elyn 
Nyman Anchors Programs for Children.Nyman Anchors Programs for Children.

With a desire to deepen the impact With a desire to deepen the impact 
of their support, Lisa, a former art of their support, Lisa, a former art 
teacher and Chris announced the teacher and Chris announced the 
creation of the creation of the Van Allsburg Pediatric Van Allsburg Pediatric 
Hospice Art ProgramHospice Art Program. The program is . The program is 
designed to bring the joys of creativity designed to bring the joys of creativity 
and the comforting benefits of art and the comforting benefits of art 
to families with children facing life-to families with children facing life-
limiting illness. limiting illness. 

Beginning with the Van Allsburg’s Beginning with the Van Allsburg’s 
own $250,000 gift, Lisa worked closely own $250,000 gift, Lisa worked closely 
with James B. Fahner MD, founder of with James B. Fahner MD, founder of 
the pediatric hospice program and his the pediatric hospice program and his 
wife Gail, to inspire several prominent wife Gail, to inspire several prominent 
philanthropists across the state to philanthropists across the state to 
help reach the program’s $1 million help reach the program’s $1 million 
funding milestone. funding milestone. 

The next step, finding the right person The next step, finding the right person 
to bring the program to life, happened to bring the program to life, happened 
quickly. Reaching out to recently quickly. Reaching out to recently 
retired art teacher, Anne Krenslewski, retired art teacher, Anne Krenslewski, 
immediately embraced Lisa’s vision, immediately embraced Lisa’s vision, 
and agreed to share her talents as the and agreed to share her talents as the 
program’s first volunteer art teacher. program’s first volunteer art teacher. 
By January 2020, Anne began preparing By January 2020, Anne began preparing 
a curriculum.  a curriculum.  

“Every child we care for 
has a unique story to tell. 

The Van Allsburg Pediatric Hospice 
Art Program will help them tell it. 

We are grateful to Chris and Lisa for 
spearheading this transformative 

program and to our other 
philanthropic supporters for their 

continued generosity.

- James B. Fahner, MD

In less than four weeks, art kits were In less than four weeks, art kits were 
ordered and assembled, Anne completed ordered and assembled, Anne completed 
her volunteer training, the pediatric her volunteer training, the pediatric 
social workers conducted Zoom test social workers conducted Zoom test 
runs of virtual art lessons, and the first runs of virtual art lessons, and the first 
virtual visit of the virtual visit of the Van Allsburg Pediatric Van Allsburg Pediatric 
Hospice Art ProgramHospice Art Program took place. Within  took place. Within 
one week of the first virtual art visit, one week of the first virtual art visit, 
Anne was working with patients in all Anne was working with patients in all 
corners of the state. corners of the state. 

Encouraged by Pediatric Social Worker Encouraged by Pediatric Social Worker 
Nicole Johanson, the Bozeman family Nicole Johanson, the Bozeman family 
was among the first to participate. was among the first to participate. 

Born with a life-limiting neurological Born with a life-limiting neurological 
condition, five- year-old John, along condition, five- year-old John, along 
with his three older siblings and with his three older siblings and 
mother Lisa, look forward to the mother Lisa, look forward to the 

“There’s nothing more pure or meaningful 
than a child’s masterpiece, and we’re thankful 
to our friends in the community who share 
that belief and have joined us in taking the 
Pediatric Hospice Art Program from a dream 
to a reality. Art is healing, and through this 
program, it will bring additional comfort to 
pediatric patients and their families.”

- Lisa and Chris Van Allsburg

weekly art classes where they work on weekly art classes where they work on 
projects exploring animals, nature, projects exploring animals, nature, 
distant lands or wherever their distant lands or wherever their 
imaginations lead them.  imaginations lead them.  

Nicole plans her visits to coordinate with Nicole plans her visits to coordinate with 
the virtual art classes. While she’s there the virtual art classes. While she’s there 
to help the family successfully connect to help the family successfully connect 
with Anne on Zoom, more importantly, with Anne on Zoom, more importantly, 
she’s found that John’s siblings have she’s found that John’s siblings have 
felt more comfortable talking about the felt more comfortable talking about the 
transition they’re going through while transition they’re going through while 
engaged in artistic activities.engaged in artistic activities.

This has been especially beneficial This has been especially beneficial 
for nine-year-old Orion, helping him for nine-year-old Orion, helping him 
to express his feelings while building to express his feelings while building 
confidence. “It is really fun. We love confidence. “It is really fun. We love 
to look forward to the classes and to look forward to the classes and 
it’s a nice distraction that we can all it’s a nice distraction that we can all 
participate in together,” said Lisa.participate in together,” said Lisa.

While we’ve only just begun, the While we’ve only just begun, the 
Van Allsburg Pediatric Art ProgramVan Allsburg Pediatric Art Program has  has 
already made an indelible impression already made an indelible impression 
on all those involved. For families like on all those involved. For families like 
the Bozeman’s it’s meant a respite the Bozeman’s it’s meant a respite 
from the challenges of caring for from the challenges of caring for 
a seriously-ill child, time to spend a seriously-ill child, time to spend 
special moments with family and the special moments with family and the 
ability to create beautiful memories. ability to create beautiful memories. 

For volunteers like Anne, it’s been For volunteers like Anne, it’s been 
the most rewarding experience of her the most rewarding experience of her 
teaching career.teaching career.

Introducing the
VAN ALLSBURG PEDIATRIC HOSPICE ARTVAN ALLSBURG PEDIATRIC HOSPICE ART



5FA L L  2 0 2 0 C O N N E C T I O N S

Deepest thanks to Chris and 
Lisa Van Allsburg and our 
philanthropic partners - The Steve 
& Amy Van Andel Foundation, The 
Towsley Foundation, Richard and 
Norma Sarns and an anonymous 
donor - for the financial support 
they have provided to further 
enrich the lives of patients and 
families served by Jo Elyn Nyman 
Anchors Programs for Children. 

Above: Anne Krenslewski working Above: Anne Krenslewski working 
with the Bozeman familywith the Bozeman family

Below: The Van Allsburg Below: The Van Allsburg 
Pediatric Hospice Art Program Pediatric Hospice Art Program 
art kit and bagart kit and bag

The walls of The Residence of 
Arbor Hospice are a little brighter 
now, thanks to the creativity and 
compassion of eight, 13-year-old Girl 
Scout Cadettes from Troop 71223 
in Wixom.  

In March, they presented several hand-
painted canvases in a special ceremony 
as part of their efforts to earn a 
“Scouts with heART” patch. 

This new patch represents 
a partnership with Art 
for Hospice, a non-profit 
organization designed 
to donate art created by 
students to hospice centers, 
hospitals, and/or nursing 
homes across the nation. 
Art for Hospice began in 2008 as a 
community service project by a 6th 
grader in Durham, NC whose great-
grandmother was in hospice care.  

When troop leader Michele Burkmyre 
and co-leader Denise Yapp learned 
about Art for Hospice, they thought it 
would be a creative way for the girls to 
earn a new patch, while also learning 
about hospice care.  

Earning this patch was especially 
meaningful for Denise, having recently 
experienced the comfort that hospice 
provided her father in his final days. 
Michele and Denise felt it was important 
to help the girls understand that while 

navigating end of life can be 
difficult, hospice care offers 
families the opportunity to honor 
the life of a loved one and cherish 
every moment surrounded with 
love and warmth. 

To showcase the girls’ art, The 
Residence of Arbor Hospice 
created a flexible and appealing 
display space that would allow   
   residents to select a piece to 
     hang in their rooms during 
       their care.

      Special guest, Nancy  
                 Philippart, a Foundation board  
             member and former board   
      member of the Girl Scouts of 
Southeastern Michigan, provided 
encouraging support to the girls. 
Recounting her days as a Girl Scout, 
Nancy reflected on the life-long values 
that scouting offers. She was grateful 
to be a part of the unveiling and share 
her passion for both organizations. 

“Hospice helped my sister 
prepare for and die well. Our 
family was more prepared and 
had the support to help us 
accept her death,” said Nancy.

Many thanks to Girl Scout 
Troop 71223 for choosing 
The Residence of Arbor 

Hospice as the recipient of their Art for 
Hospice activity. Their creativity and 
generosity has brought joy to patients 
and families and is a testament to the 
supportive leaders and the Girl Scouts 
of Southeastern Michigan’s mission.                          

Troop 71223 showing off their artworkTroop 71223 showing off their artwork

Nancy PhilippartNancy Philippart

PROGRAMPROGRAM
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Hospice of Michigan Music Volunteer, 
Sam Hazlewood, may not be singing 
Diana Ross and The Supremes, but he 
is demonstrating the theme, “nothing 
can keep me from you.”

Since 2012, Sam has shared his gift 
of music with Hospice of Michigan 
patients. His bedside performances 
typically include favorite classic sing-
alongs, including “You 
are my Sunshine,” 
and anecdotes. 

Before the imposed 
restrictions of the 
pandemic, Sam kept 
a full and active 
schedule, regularly 
visiting more than 
25 patients in the 
Traverse City area.  
He kept track and 
organized his “gigs” 
with a notebook to 
assure each patient 
had one to two music 
sessions per month.

Since August 2018, with his guitar 
in tow, and his infectious smile, 
Sam shared his gift of music with a 
hospice patient in northern Michigan, 
sometimes playing and singing for 
more than two hours. When the 
impact of the pandemic meant Sam 
was no longer able to see this patient in 
person, it felt like a gut-punch to Sam.

Sam knew there had to be a way to 
keep his gift of music going. The 
answer turned out to be fairly simple…
and easy to implement. 

Collaborating with the team, as well as 
the activities directors at the nursing 
facilities, Video Musician Visits came to life. 

When a Video Musician Visit is 
scheduled, a facility sets up a tablet 
in a patient’s room and places a video 

call to Sam, who is ready with his 
guitar and his stories. Once he begins 
playing, visits often last up to 40 
minutes. In many cases, when Sam 
finishes a patient visit, the facility 
moves the tablet to another patient for 
a scheduled visit. 

Since Sam began Video Musician Visits 
in late April, he has been able to 

continue to honor 
his commitment to 
volunteer service.

“One patient was 
singing right 
along,” said Sam, 
“and when she 
got to the point 
where she was 
visibly tired, I told 
her it was okay, 
she could just 
rest and let me 
sing. Sometimes 
I’m not sure 
the patients 

are awake, but then when I’m done 
performing, they’ll say ‘thank you,’ 
so I know they’ve been hearing me 
and listening.”

In mid-May, Sam learned that his 
longtime patient had declined and 
was in the “active” phase of dying.  
Thinking that his pending visit may 
not be possible, when he initiated the 
video call, he was surprised when they 
said, “yes, we still want you to play for 
her.” This last visit allowed Sam to use 
his gift of music to ease this special 
patient’s transition and to say goodbye.

For dedicated volunteers, like Sam, 
there is definitely “no mountain high 
enough” when it comes to providing 
comfort and peace at the end of life.

V O L U N T E E R  S T O R I E S

AIN’T NO MOUNTAIN AIN’T NO MOUNTAIN 
HIGH ENOUGHHIGH ENOUGH

There are moments as an Arbor 
Hospice volunteer that Nikki Merritt 
will always remember. 

Nikki’s moment was when she 
met Fern. Despite the freezing 
temperatures of the Michigan winter, 
she was struck by Fern’s delightful 
smile that instantly warmed the room. 

As their relationship blossomed, 
Nikki looked forward to her regular 
visits with Fern. Like clockwork, the 
pair would share stories of travel and 
life’s adventures. Nikki would share 
the news of her twin boys, while Fern 
dispensed sage advice that could only 
come with 95 years of experience. 
“Sometimes we’d laugh over doughnuts 
or cry over coffee,” said Nikki.  

Sam HazlewoodSam Hazlewood

Nikki Merritt on a Zoom visit with Fern
Nikki Merritt on a Zoom visit with Fern

VIDEO TO VIDEO TO 
THE RESCUETHE RESCUE

Featuring Hospice of Michigan 
Volunteer Sam Hazlewood

Featuring Arbor Hospice 
Volunteer Nikki Merritt

When news broke that COVID-19 was 
spreading in Seattle nursing homes, 
she could not help but think about 
what that would mean for Fern if it 
happened here. 

As the virus began quickly spreading 
through Michigan, Nikki sat Fern 
down to discuss how this might 
impact their visits. Not even halfway 
through their visit, Nikki learned that 
Fern’s nursing home was closing to all 
visitors and family members, effective 
immediately. 

FA L L  2 0 2 0
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inclusion of parents and siblings. 
“It’s great for the parents to come 
on board. This way they can better 
facilitate conversations with their 
children, and also learn new skills 
that can be useful moving forward,” 
said Katie. Helping parents recognize 
that while adults can more easily put 
their feelings into words, children 
approach their expression of grief in 
different ways.

The challenges of the pandemic did not 
get in the way from hosting our annual 
Camp Good Grief.

Shifting to a virtual format, Grief 
Support Services Managers and Music 
Therapists delivered a fun and activity-
packed day to help the 14 children in 
attendance understand and express 
their feelings of grief. “The kids this 
year were creative, open and expressive 
with their emotions related to grief,” 
says Arbor Hospice’s Grief Support 
Service Manager, Margie Martin.

goes

         They loved the pizza too. 
Via is sleeping with her bear 
- and this has opened her to 
talking more.

Thankfully, Nikki and Fern were 
given an opportunity to give hugs 
and say their goodbyes. 

“I’ll be back as soon as it is safe to 
do so,” Nikki said. Little did she 
know they’d be apart for so long.

The best news came when she learned 
that Fern was able to take Zoom video 
calls! Nikki immediately called the 
nursing home’s activity coordinator 
and within minutes set up their first 
virtual meeting.  

“When I dialed in, her beautiful 
smile was still on her face and we 
were thrilled to be able to talk to 
each other.” On the Zoom call, Fern 
was finally able to “meet” Nikki’s 
husband, twin boys and Fozzy – 
their spoiled golden retriever. 

Fern is thankful for her weekly Zoom 
calls as they provide a welcome break 
to her isolation. “The ability to Zoom 
with my companion is a gift during 
this difficult time of separation,” 
said Nikki, “It brings us closer and 
provides a bright spot during a very 
isolated time.”

         One very important 
realization for the kids and I, they 
were not certain that it was ok to 
feel sunshine - happy amidst loss.

Offering Camp Good Grief was 
especially important this year. 
“COVID-19 has been tough on kids,” 
says Ludington’s Grief Support 
Service Manager, Katie Gedraitis. 
“They can’t get out and meet with 
their peers, which is what they’re 
use to. Losing someone during this 
time is difficult because we can’t 
process the way we should.” 

Among the many benefits of shifting 
to a virtual camp experience was the 

Among the highlights this year was 
the addition of a digital Memory Wall. 
Campers were encouraged to send a 
digital picture of someone they’ve 
lost. These photos were used to create 
a collage of loved ones to honor 
their memories and was a powerful 
reminder to the children that they 
are not alone on their grief. 

For more information about grief 
support services, please go to www.
hom.org or www.arborhospice.org.

Camp Good Grief goody bag
Camp Good Grief goody bag
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Grief Support Service Managers and Music Therapists from 
Grief Support Service Managers and Music Therapists from 

across the state leading Camp Good Grief via Zoom.
across the state leading Camp Good Grief via Zoom.
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In loving memory of 
June B. Hamersma 

April 5, 1929 – February 16, 2020

The June B. Hamersma Planned 
Giving Society and Arbor Hospice 
Planned Giving Society, recognize 
individuals who have named Hospice 
of Michigan or Arbor Hospice as a 
beneficiary in their estate plans, 
trusts or wills. These individuals 
understand the importance of 
leaving a legacy for the future 
of Hospice of Michigan or Arbor 
Hospice. 

For more information about 
remembering Hospice of Michigan 
or Arbor Hospice in your estate 
planning or how to become a 
member of this Society, please call 
Stephanie Le at (248) 346-4253 or 
Judy Vindici at (734) 794-5542.

The June B. Hamersma Planned 
Giving Society was established in 
2004 for those who share June’s 
philanthropic vision. 

Arbor Hospice Planned Giving Society 
members are italicized.

Richard Clarence Adiska*
Sharon Alexander*
Robert* and Maggie Allesee
Jean A. Anderson*
Charles R. Ardis*
Frank J. Arleth*
Helen M. Atchison*
Gerald O. Bahnmiller*
David and Linda Bailey
Kenneth Baker*
Nina Barwick*
Reba Cora Bean*
Robert L. Beardslee
Walter S. Beattie*
Gertrude G. Benthem*
Harold L. Bienenfeld*
Frances M. Binder*
Edna Irene Bischoff*
Gladys Blackmer*
Edward Blickley*
Ardath E. Bogart*
Arriana Boomstra*
Lawrence D., Sr. and Dolores E.* Bos
John A. Bott*
Robert Boulton*
Leo E. Bowhuis*
Margaret E. Bowman*
Eleanore F. Bradshaw*
Elaine M. Bragger*
Donald T. Breen
Edmund P. Brennan*
Dr. ad Mrs. Bruce Brintnall
Margaret Brower*
H. Justin Brown*
Rose Brudi*
Patricia E. Buchs
Paul and Dorothy Buday*
Lee C. Budge*
Clara D. Burrows*
Bob and Nancy Cahill
William “Charlie” and Ruth L. 
Carpenter
Robert J. Carr*
Nettie H. Carroll*
Virginia Cartwright*
Gordon R. Case*
Bader and Carolyn Cassin
Donald G. Castle*
William G. Cathers*
Ruth E. Catron*
Mary E. Chamberlain*
Marilyn Chernoff*
Gladys E. Chinn*
Allen B. Christman*
Dolores H. Church*
Mildred E. Church*
Elaine L. Clarke*
Maude E. Clement*
Dorothy P. Cobey*
Diane N. Colombo
Harold G. Comfort*
Arden and Myrtle Connell*
William James and Marjorie Connor 
“In Tribute to Sue Bowler”*
Peter C. Cook*
Charles E. Coultas*
Darlene A. Covell
Marian C. Craft*
Thelma Craig*
Martha and Joseph Crawford
Constance K. Cremer*

June B. 
Hamersma & 
Arbor Hospice 
Planned Giving 
Society

Donna Jean Hoef and Richard A. 
Zellner*
Henry C. Hoffman*
Evelyn E. Holtorf*
Gertrude Holtrop*
Mr. and Mrs. Edward A. Horvath
Mark Howard*
Marion E. Howe*
Esther Humphrey*
Cheryl G. Hunt*
Diane Imredy
Frances L. Ingersoll*
Daisy M. Irwin*
Sylvia Cunningham-Jenkins*
June Jennings*
William J. Johns*
C. Vernon Johnson*
Theresa B. Johnson*
Chrystal M. Jones*
Helen Jongsma*
Thelma R. Kaminski*
Bernard J. Kanthack*
Al and Mary Karner* Charitable 
Trust
Asahel G. Kellogg*
Edith L. Kemp*
Jennie V. Kerr*
Maurine Kildegaard*
Thomas E. Kimble
Frank E. Kingsley*
Eugene Kleemann Charitable 
Remainder Unitrust
Forris B. Klooster*
Edward M. and Henrietta M. 
Knabusch*
Barbara and Norman Koch*
Margaret Jeanne Kole*
Andrew T. Kott*
Frank J. Koziara*
George William Kriegner*
Walter L. Kuczka*
Wanda Labedz*
Hazel A. Larkins*
Judith A. Larsen*
Stephanie T. Le and Ky M. Cam
Agnes LeClair*
Gerda A. Lehew*
Betty LeMaster*
Raymond LeVeque*
Dorothy F. Lewis*
Marjorie G. Lumsden*
J. Edward Lundy*
Margaret Luskin*
Wanda F. and Willard F. Lyons*
Margaret L. MacDermid*
Phyllis MacKay*
Doris Magennis*
Harry J. Malik*
Viola L. Mallory*
Margaret L. Manier*
Marilyn A. Marks*
Thomas W. Marks*
Bonita J. Marshall*
Leokadia L. Marshall*
Roberta Martens*
William Sibert Martens Jr.*
Marie Maulbetsch*
Catherine G. Mazurek*
Elizabeth McConnell*
June and Cecil McDole*
Marion B. McGinnis*
Judith G. Mich*

Eleanor I. Cunningham*
Morris M. and Ruth A. Dalitz*
Cornelia DeFouw*
Harry N. Dell*
Lillian E. Delmar*
Gerturde Dembny*
Clifford Rowe Dempster*
Dana and Dorothy Dickinson*
Alice Dobson*
John P. Dobson*
Catherine C. Dugan*
Kathryn Durrant*
Theodore Dutmer*
George A. Eastman*
Vila Eberhard*
Linda J. Edmundson*
Ollie G. Edmundson*
Karen Ann Eggert*
Donna England-Hankamp*
Theodore and Iva Fales*
Anthony M. Farage*
Steven N. and Helen Fecko*
Martha H. Felton*
Clare Finch*
Lorne D. Finlayson*
Irma M. Fisk*
Betty J. Franklin*
Victor D. and Margaret N. Fuller*
Helen Funke*
Bernice M. Fura*
Margaret Pauline Furman*
Elizabeth K. Gallagher*
Genevieve A. Garcia*
Gregory Mark and Betsy Gathercole
Geis Family*
Dolores L. Gensley*
Margaret George*
Sophie H. Gerisch*
Sylvia Gershenson-Sloman*
Ruth Gevercer*
Chester and Wanda Gieldowski*
Adrienne Goldberg*
Priscilla A.B. Goodell*
Celia Goodman*
Howard Gowing*
Audrey C. Green*
Marcella Groff*
Harold E. Jr. and Gwendolyn S. Groves*
Lena L. Guaresimo*
Gwendolyn Gussow*
Violet J. Gustafson*
Esther A. Hall*
John and June* Hamersma
Lillian E. Hammond*
William A. and Beatrice R. Hannula*
Louise C. Harris*
Robert W. and Lynette Harrison*
Carol Ruth Harroun*
Carol A. Hart*
Jackie* and Dennis Hartford
Norman E. Harwood*
Margaret Ann Hasenclever*
Betty J. Hay*
Marguerite Haynor*
Elizabeth L. Heaton*
Muriel Mae Henry*
Mary Elizabeth Norris Henschell*
Nancy Elizabeth Hibbett*
J. Michael Hickox
Margaret Hicks*
Marcie and Brian Hillary



John Mihalik*
Patrick and Tamara Miller
Paul C. Miller*
Vera M. Miller*
Eleanor V. Mirek*
Billie* and Lee  Miskowski
Kathleen Mitchell*
Ruth Moffatt*
Hilda M. Moore and Thomas Moore*
Lynn D. Morrow*
Elmer A. Murray*
Mabel Murray*
Lee Ann Myers
Rose Mysliwiec*
Leona Nauta*
Louise Hitt Neesley*
Valerie B. Nelson*
Louise Nesif*
Emma F. Neumann*
Lois J. Nichols*
Doris E. Nielsen*
Hazel Northman*
Paul Noto*
Mary T. Naudzius*
Beulah M. Nyblad*
Donna* and Lance Oberg
Leonard C. Obermeyer*
Kathleen Obershea*
Paul K. Odland*
Maureen K. O’Hare*
Dorothy C. Oliver*
Leonard “Jack” Osie*
Dr. Michael Paletta and Dr. Cheryl 
Patterson
Helen W. Palmatier*
Risakubde Luise Parsons*
Joan Pastoor*
James F. Paul*
Rita Perdue*
Bruna Peshtani*
Stanley F. and Myrene I. Petitpren*
Albert and Blanche Phelps*
Laura J. Pifferello*
William C. Pittello*
Fraser E. Pomeroy*
Jeannine A. Pool*
Joan Porter*
James and Maureen Prest
Charles W. Rasmussen*
Pauline A. Regna*
Maurice F. Remenak*
Paul J. Rice*
Vera Riddell*
William and Lorraine Robbe*
Enid V. Robinson*
Vera E. Rombough*
Jane W. Rosenbaum*
Edna Grace Rossano*
Maurine E. Russell*
Rosalie Russo*
Arthur R. Rutkowski*
Wilma Rynbrandt*
Olga Sadowski*
Gladys G. Sauer*
Alvin J. Schettl*
Maxine Ruby Schmolitz*
Morrison S. Schneider*
Howard W. Scholten*
Lenore B. Schultz*
Julianne Scott*
Katherine A. Seager*

Julian R. Sears*
Robert P. Shafer*
Ruth L. Shattuck*
Walter C. and Dorothy G. Shaw*
Marjorie E. Shepard*
Kenneth A. D. Shrodes*
Loretta M. Skewes*
Ann Skillman Moore*
Margaret Couzens Slattery*
Mary Lee Slocum*
Bruce J. Smith*
Margaret E. Smith*
Melvin Jay Smith*
Sally and John R. Smith
Elizabeth E. Snell*
Antoinette Sobocinski*
Patricia A. Sofinski*
June M. Sokol*
Gerard P. and Irene Sommerdyke*
Harvey Spoelstra*
Eugene Steensma*
Ethel I. Stephan*
Raymond H. Stevens*
John Franklin Stone*
Tina Stuk*
Leonard Donald Stuller*
M. Irene Sullivan*
Joye C. Thomas*
Lucie Ann Thomassin*
Marjorie L. Thurkettle*
Jane Tol
Janet E. Towne*
Judith Ann Trudeau*
Lisa Marie Tubbs*
William L. and Anna B. Turner*
Helen Tyrrell*
Mary Grace Unbehend*
Allison R. VandenBerg*
Leslie J. Vantatenhove*
Clarence J. Venema*
James R. and Lucile Vickers*
Jay and Bethel Wagner Trust
Sandra J. Wagner
Esther R. Wallace*
Pauline Virignia Walters*
Verena M. Ward
Ida Hannan Weiswasser*
Sophia Welliver*
Connie Wenger
Marie T. Wernette*
Marlene A. Wever*
Jean Whitehead MacLellan*
Gretchen Whitman*
Lillian Whitman*
Bev and Jerry Whitten*
Victoria R. Wietchy*
Bud and Irma Winther*
James and Debra Wisneski
Gloria J. Witters*
Lillian V. Woidka*
Frances Wolf*
Robert and Barbara Wood*
Patricia A. Worley*
Dorothy E. Wray*
Anne T. York*
Kathryn E. Zabel*
Katherine A. Zant*
Emily Zelenka*

*In Grateful Memory

9FA L L  2 0 2 0 C O N N E C T I O N S

Arbor Hospice’s longest running fundraiser, Arbor Hospice’s longest running fundraiser, Hearts 
of Remembrance, continues to inspire the generosity , continues to inspire the generosity 
of donors throughout the community. They are also a of donors throughout the community. They are also a 
unique way to honor loved ones, both past and present. unique way to honor loved ones, both past and present. 

Hearts of Remembrance are designed to provide comfort  are designed to provide comfort 
to the bereaved. And during this time when proper to the bereaved. And during this time when proper 
memorial services have been postponed, a memorial services have been postponed, a Hearts of 
Remembrance can honor and memorialize a loved one,  can honor and memorialize a loved one, 
or be used as a thoughtful gift when you don’t know or be used as a thoughtful gift when you don’t know 
what to say. what to say. 

When purchasing a When purchasing a Hearts of Remembrance, you are , you are 
paying it forward and giving the gift of excellent hospice paying it forward and giving the gift of excellent hospice 
care for years to come. care for years to come. 

A Token of Love

The 2020 edition of both the flower and veterans The 2020 edition of both the flower and veterans Hearts 
of Remembrance are now available.  are now available. 

• • The flower design Hearts are for The flower design Hearts are for 
sale for $25 for the first heart, sale for $25 for the first heart, 
and $20 per additional heart.and $20 per additional heart.

• • Veterans Hearts are for sale for Veterans Hearts are for sale for 
$20 per heart. The Veterans $20 per heart. The Veterans 
Heart is intentionally more Heart is intentionally more 
modestly priced to honor modestly priced to honor 
the service of our brave the service of our brave 
veterans.veterans.

Please remember, Please remember, Hearts of 
Remembrance are on sale all  are on sale all 
year long. To order a Heart please year long. To order a Heart please 
visit: www.arborhospice.org/visit: www.arborhospice.org/
donate/hearts-of-remembrance/ donate/hearts-of-remembrance/ 
or contact Courtney Beckett at or contact Courtney Beckett at 
(313) 578-5024.(313) 578-5024.

We are grateful that our volunteers found ways to safely 
continue hand embroidering the new 2020 Hearts designs.

Every Every PersonPerson, Every , Every TimeTime..

The NorthStar Care Community - anchored by Hospice The NorthStar Care Community - anchored by Hospice 
of Michigan and Arbor Hospice – believes everyone has of Michigan and Arbor Hospice – believes everyone has 
the right to the best end-of-life experience possible, the right to the best end-of-life experience possible, 
filled with comfort, dignity and peace. We strive to filled with comfort, dignity and peace. We strive to 
fulfill that mission no matter what the patient’s age, fulfill that mission no matter what the patient’s age, 
diagnoses, complexity of care, place of residence or diagnoses, complexity of care, place of residence or 
financial circumstances. Our collaborative network of financial circumstances. Our collaborative network of 
resources provides specialized expertise, education, resources provides specialized expertise, education, 
research and innovation, setting the standard for end-research and innovation, setting the standard for end-
of-life care across the country.of-life care across the country.



Wendy credits the one-
on-one discussions with 
Grief Support Services 
Manager Sue Glover, as 
well as the group sessions 
she attended as a life line 
to help her cope with 
her loss. “Connecting 
with a grief counselor at 
Hospice of Michigan was 
a true blessing to help me 
through such deep loss 
and pain,” Wendy said.

Wanting to honor Jorge’s legacy and “pay 
it forward” to the many that supported 
her, Wendy opened a home and lifestyle 
boutique in Ada on November 4, 2019 - 
Jorge’s birthday. She decided to name 
the shop Periwinkle’s, the color for 
esophageal cancer awareness, and 
committed to dedicating a portion of 
sales to local not-for-profits.

With their extensive owl collection, 
Wendy decided that Periwinkle’s first 
not-for-profit partner would be Hospice 
of Michigan, establishing a Giving Tree in 
the store that explains the significance of 
the owls and where the proceeds would 
go. One hundred percent of the sales from 
Jorge’s owl collection are directly donated 
to Hospice of Michigan.

Wendy’s touching story 
gained much- deserved 
media coverage in West 
Michigan. Her story 
inspired a gentleman to 
come into her boutique 
and donate his late 
wife’s collection of 600 
owls to Periwinkle’s.

In addition to the owls, 
Wendy recently started 
selling fun stationary 

cards with fifty percent of the proceeds 
going to Hospice of Michigan.

Periwinkle’s Home & Lifestyle Boutique 
is located at: 7199 Thornapple River Drive 
SE, Ada, Michigan 49301. 

You can also visit her website at: 
www.periwinklesboutique.com 

To learn more about giving back or 
getting involved with Hospice of 
Michigan, please visit www.hom.org.
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Last fall, Hospice of Michigan and 
Arbor Hospice announced a name 
change of our Lifetime Giving Society 
to the Dolores Bos Crystal Rose 
Society. This society honors the 
extraordinary giving of individuals, 
foundations and companies whose 
generosity has exceeded $50,000. To 
recognize members of the Dolores 
Bos Crystal Rose Society for Lifetime 
Giving, an ornate rose pin – inspired by 
Dolores’ artwork – has been created. 

Hospice of Michigan and Arbor 
Hospice staff will honor each 
member of this society with personal 
pinning ceremonies to thank them 
for their legacy of giving. Members of 
the Crystal Rose Society will be able 
to schedule a pinning at their home 
or place of business. We will also be 
offering virtual pinning ceremonies 
to respect specific safety concerns. 

These special pinning ceremonies 
will begin this fall, and will continue 
throughout the end of the year. 

On October 1st and 2nd, we welcome 
all society members to our home 
office in Ann Arbor for a special 
celebration. Throughout each day, we 
will conduct personalized pinning 
ceremonies and unveil our updated 
donor recognition wall.

As an inaugural member of this 
prestigious society, we thank you for 
the vital resources you have provided 
that have shaped our history and will 
secure our future.

Arbor Hospice donors are italicized.

Honoring a 
Legacy of 

Giving

“Who” would have thought that owls 
would be the inspiration for a unique way 
to give back. 

Jorge Rodriguez was a disciplined and 
serious man. Dedicated to fitness of 
the mind and body, he was a personal 
fitness trainer, martial arts expert 
and yoga instructor who held a PhD in 
Health and Physical Education. Always 
thoughtful and compassionate, he had an 
affinity to owls because they represented 
wisdom, knowledge and good judgment. 
Throughout his lifetime, he collected 
over 5,000 owl trinkets and knick-knacks 
to decorate his home and fitness studio.

Upon a 2015 diagnosis of esophageal 
cancer, Jorge and his wife, Wendy, 
received an outpouring of support from 
their West Michigan 
community. With 
the brutal, Michigan 
winter approaching, 
Jorge and Wendy 
decided to move to 
their condo in Florida 
where the warmer 
weather would be 
more comfortable.

Throughout Jorge’s 
illness, searching for owls became a 
distraction from his disease. The couple’s 
friends and family also kept their eyes 
peeled for owls, which turned into a fun 
treasure hunt wherever they went. 

When Jorge succumbed to his cancer in 
February 2019, Wendy decided to return 
to Michigan, to be closer to loved ones. 
Seeking bereavement support, her best 
friend pointed her in the direction of 
Hospice of Michigan. 

 Wendy posing in front of Periwinkle’s  Wendy posing in front of Periwinkle’s 
boutique in Ada, Michiganboutique in Ada, Michigan

A display explaining the significance of A display explaining the significance of 
owls and Hospice of Michiganowls and Hospice of Michigan
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AAA Michigan
AIDS Consortium of Southeastern 
Michigan
Kirk P. and Julie Albert
Maggie and Robert* Allesee
American House Senior Living 
Residences
Amway Corporation
Ancient Order of Hibernians
Ann Arbor Area Community Foundation
Anonymous Donors
Area Agency On Aging Of Western 
Michigan
Art Van Furniture
Robert and Patricia C.* Asmussen
Gerald O. Bahnmiller*
Essel and Menakka Bailey
James and Shirley Balk
Bank of Ann Arbor
Jacqueline Beach
Alfred Berkowitz Foundation
Elizabeth Beson and The Beson Family 
Foundation
Gregory D. and Rajene L. Betz
Betz Industries
Karl and Patricia Betz
Ken Betz and Pat Brewer
Jerome and Eileen Bielfield*
Blessing of the Bikes
Edith Blodgett Foundation
Edith Blodgett Legacy Fund of The 
Brookby Foundation
Blue Care Network of Michigan
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan 
Foundation
Roger and JoAnn M. Bonahoom
Borders Family Fund
Lawrence D., Sr. and Dolores E.* Bos
John A. and Eleanor Bott*
The Budd Company
The Buhr Foundation
Edyth Bush Charitable Foundation
Bob and Nancy Cahill
Brian and Mary Lincoln Campbell
Campbell Ewald
Carelinc Medical Equipment and 
Supply
The Carls Foundation
E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter 
Foundation
James F.* and Delores G. Causley
Chase Bank
Children’s Miracle Network
Chrysler Corporation
Citizens for AIDS Awareness
City of Detroit Grants
The Jerry Clay Family Foundation
Jerry* and Toni L. Clay
Briand and Darcy Connolly
Thomas Clifford and Constance Kinnear
Maurice Cohen*
The Cohn Family Philanthropic Fund
Comerica Bank
Comerica Incorporated
Community Foundation for 
Northeast Michigan
Community Foundation For 
Southeast Michigan
R. W. Considine Foundation
R. W. Considine Foundation
Conway Family Foundation

Peter C. and Emajean Cook 
Foundation
Peter and Pat Cook*
Howard J.* and Anne Cooper
Helen M. Crowley*
Carl Curtiss
Mary M. Curtiss Richards* and J. 
Michael Richards
Richard E. and Sandra J. Dauch 
Family Foundation
Sandra J. Dauch
Dorothy E. and Robert Deremo
DeRoy Testamentary Foundation
The Richard C. Devereaux 
Foundation
Richard and Helen DeVos 
Foundation
DeVos Place
Louis M. Dexter Memorial 
Foundation
Dow Automotive
The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow 
Foundation
Judith L. Dow Rumelhart and Donald 
Rumelhart
DTE Energy Foundation
Dunning Toyota
Dick Dworzynski Golf Outing
Linda A. Edmundson*
The J. F. Ervin Foundation
Excellerx
Irene Fast*
The J. Ferrantino Charitable 
Foundation
Fifth Third Bank
Fifth Third Foundation
Forbes-Cohen Properties
Ford Motor Company
Ford Motor Company
Ford Senior Players Championship 
Charities
Thomas S. and Mickie Fox
Fremont Area Community 
Foundation
Frey Foundation
The Kurt C. and Sally S. Frisch Family 
Foundation
Garland Charity Classic
Charles M. and June A. Gates*
Charles M. Gates, Jr. Foundation
Rita and Charles* Gelman
The Gerber Foundation
Dennis and Nancy Gershenson 
Family Foundation
Barbara A. and Mark J. Gerson Trust
Grand Aerie Fraternal Order of 
Eagles No. 3138
The Grand Rapids Community 
Foundation
Grand Rapids Jaycees Foundation
Grand Rapids New Car Dealers 
Association
James and Nancy E. Grosfeld
John and June* Hamersma
Hansen Balk Steel Treating 
Company
Lloyd E. and Janet Hansen
Donald Harkness
Robert and Lynette Harrison*
Heart of West Michigan United Way
David M. and Joyce F. Hecht
William G Hess & Myrtle E Hess 
Charitable Trust

HHS
Marcie and Brian Hillary
Hubert Distributors
Hudson-Webber Foundation
William W.* and Beatrice A. Idema
Michael and Marian Ilitch
ITC Holdings Corp.
ITT Automotive
John S. and Sarah H. Jackoboice
Phil F. Jenkins
The Jewish Fund
Johnson & Johnson Services
The Lloyd and Mabel Johnson 
Foundation
Yale and Joan Kamisar
The Keeler Foundation
Elizabeth E. Kennedy Fund
KeyBank Foundation
KeyBank National Association
A. Klein
The Klopcic Family Foundation
Kmart Corporation
Paul C. Kokkales
Lacks Enterprises Inc
Lear Corporation
Thomas and Elizabeth Liebman
Sandy and Karen Linden
Lochbridge
Charles W. Loosemore Foundation
Ludington Boat Club
Lyon Foundation
Willard F. and Wanda F. Lyons*
Manny Charach Associates
E. Richard* and Penelope G. McPhee
Mecosta-Osceola United Way
William H. Meek and Cora Lindquist 
Families
Meijer
Meritor
Merrill Lynch
Metro Health : University of 
Michigan Health
The Michigan Association of 
Certified Public Accountants
Michigan Health Endowment Fund
Michigan State University
Curtiss W. and Katharine S. Miller
Miller Johnson, Attorneys and 
Counselors
Patrick J. and Tamara Miller
Miller Welding Supply Company
Billie* and Lee  Miskowski
Marvin C. and Susan E. Moses
Lee Ann Myers
Allan and Joy Nachman
Northern Trust Bank
Nursing Education of America
Barbara Nusbaum
Jo Elyn Nyman and The Samuel and 
Jean Frankel Foundation
Oakwood Health Systems
Oakwood Home Medical Equipment
The Offield Family Foundation
Otsego County United Way
Helen W. Palmatier*
Parke Davis-Warner Lambert
Pepsi Charity Fall Invitational at 
Treetops
Nancy L. Philippart and Thomas F. 
McGrail
Pioneer Construction

Albert and Doris Pitt Foundation
Michael and Peggy Pitt
The Ed and June Prein Family
Puttin on the Ritz
Milton M. Ratner Foundation
RCO Engineering - Carollo Family
Edward F. Redies Foundation
Lloyd E. and Maurcine K. Reuss
Safety Engineering Laboratories
Saint Mary’s Health Care
SBC Foundation
Olive M. Schmidt*
Schoonbeck Family Foundation
Sebastian Foundation
Sinai Medical Staff Foundation
Slippery McDivot’s
John R. and Sally L. Smith
Arthur R. and Elizabeth E. Snell*
Southeastern Michigan Health 
Association
Spectrum Health
Theodore J. and Elizabeth Lloyd* St. 
Antoine
Steelcase
Steelcase Foundation
James E. and Barbara Stephenson*
Steppin’ Out Foundation
Super Service LLC
Teamsters Local Union No 406
John P. and Barbara E. Tierney
The Harry A. and Margaret D. Towsley 
Foundation
TrimQuest
United Jewish Foundation of 
Metropolitan Detroit
United Way - Plymouth Community
United Way of Mason County
United Way of Northeast Michigan
United Way of Washtenaw
University of Michigan
Utility Contracting Company
The Van Allsburg Family Charitable 
Foundation
Van Andel Arena
David and Carol Van Andel 
Foundation
Jay and Betty Van Andel Foundation
The Steve and Amy Van Andel 
Foundation
Van Elslander Family Foundation
Harry F. and Joan L.* Vellmure
Timothy J. Vellmure*
Timothy and Laurie G. Wadhams
Wege Foundation
Gabriel and Gerane* Weinreich
David B. and Betty L. White*
James and Nancy White
Jerry and Bev Whitten*
Lula C. Wilson Trust
Kate and Richard Wolters 
Foundation
Women’s Committee for Hospice 
Care
Roy Ziegler*
Donald* and Mary Pat Ziemke

*In Grateful Memory
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2366 Oak Valley Dr., Ann Arbor, MI 48103

If you wish to remove your name from future fundraising solicitations, 
contact the Donation Processing Center: 800.669.9335 or email: info@hom.org

24/7 CONTACT CENTER
888.247.5701

24/7 CONTACT CENTER
888.992.2273 (CARE)

HOSPICE OF MICHIGAN HOSPICE OF MICHIGAN 
LOCATIONSLOCATIONS

• • Ada (Grand Rapids)Ada (Grand Rapids)

• • AlpenaAlpena

• • Ann ArborAnn Arbor

• • Big RapidsBig Rapids

• • Bloomfield HillsBloomfield Hills

• • CadillacCadillac

• • Clinton TownshipClinton Township

• • DearbornDearborn

• • FremontFremont

• • GaylordGaylord

• • LudingtonLudington

• • MuskegonMuskegon

• • SouthfieldSouthfield

• • Traverse CityTraverse City

ARBOR HOSPICE / ARBOR HOSPICE / 
HOME OFFICEHOME OFFICE

• • Ann ArborAnn Arbor

• • SalineSaline

Annual giving is the foundation 
of Hospice of Michigan and Arbor 
Hospice’s ability to fulfill its not-
for-profit mission. It is through 
the annual support of our donors 
– those who support Hospice 
of Michigan and Arbor Hospice 

year after year – that we are able to offer the quality, 
compassionate care that everyone deserves at the end of 
life, regardless of their diagnosis, age, or ability to pay. 

The Caring Circle Annual Giving Society recognizes the 
generosity of these annual donors, whose gifts allow 
Hospice of Michigan and Arbor Hospice to continue 
offering hospice and palliative care, complementary 
therapies, bereavement services to adults and children, 
community education and outreach throughout Michigan. 

You can give the gift of hospice care and join the Caring 
Circle by making cumulative annual gifts of $1,000 or 
more within a calendar year (January through December). 
Please keep Hospice of Michigan and Arbor Hospice in 
mind as you make your year-end giving plans. 

As a Caring Circle donor, you will be recognized in Hospice of 
Michigan and Arbor Hospice’s spring edition of Connections. 

Make your gift to Hospice of Michigan at www.hom.org, 
and to Arbor Hospice at www.arborhospice.org or call 
(800) 669-9335.
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